
 

 

From the desk of: 
David DeRienzis 
Building Inspector 
Village of Plandome  

 
 

INSPECTOR FIELD NOTES: 

 

OIL TANK ABANDONMENT. Whether filling in or removing an old fuel oil tank make sure you have filed a 

non-leaking affidavit and tank abandonment with the Nassau County Department of Health and file a copy 

of these forms in your property record at Village Hall.  Why?   When you sell your-home these records often 

are requested by the buyer.  

CELLAR FINISHED.  Some homeowners did not file for a building permit when converting a cellar/basement 

into finished space. If your cellar was converted after 1977 in part or in whole a second means of egress is 

required. The cellar can be a potential death trap particularly if a fire blocks the interior wooden stairway. A 

second means of egress from a cellar can be an exterior stairway or a specially sized egress window and 

window well kit. Make sure there are operating smoke detectors and a carbon monoxide detector in such a 

cellar.  

ATTIC FINISHED.  Some homeowners did not comply with code when converting an unfinished third floor 

attic into finished space.  These attics are potential death traps particularly if a fire blocks the interior 

stairway. Have a second means of egress leading to a safe exterior open space. Remember to have operating 

smoke detectors and a carbon monoxide detector in such an attic.  

GENERATORS. Since “Superstorm Sandy'' many stand-by residential generators have been installed in the 

village. A generator cannot be in the front yard and a permit is required. Portable gas generators operating 

beyond a few hours are prohibited.  

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY (CO)/COMPLETION.  Some homeowners do not secure such a certificate upon 

completion of permitted work. Ultimately it is the responsibility of the homeowner and not the contractor 

nor the Village to secure such a document. A homeowner may decide to defer final payment pending final 

inspection and receipt of the certificate with a copy of the “CO” placed in the property file at Village Hall.   

Additional fees can accrue due to a lapse of time after the expiration of the building permit.  When you sell 

your home, these records are often required by the buyer.   

REPAIR VS. MAINTENANCE PROJECTS.   People often associate the word repair with a minor project and 

don’t realize that a Building Permit maybe be required.  When in doubt, please apply the following rule of 

thumb:   Maintenance is the minimum upkeep necessary to continue keeping a building, structure, assembly, 

device or equipment in good working condition.   Repair means the reconstruction, replacement, or 

restoration to a sound working condition when the same has been rendered unsafe or unfit for service by 

wear and tear, failure of parts, and the like.   A permit is NOT required for maintenance however a permit 

may be required for a repair.   

Please contact David DeRienzis, the village Building Inspector with any questions.  (516) 627-1733. 
Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 12:00p and most Saturdays 10:00am – 12:00pm 
 


